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The 216 kilometer Phang Nga coastline is the longest of
Thailand’s six Andaman provinces. Phang Nga has
numerous surf spots, which are mainly clustered around
the Na Tai Pier area (just north of Phuket) and the
prominent beach resorts of Khao Lak.

Other areas for surfing include the islands just off the north
end of the province, namely Koh Ra, Koh Phra Thong, and
Koh Kho Khao. There is also potential for discovery in the
Surin Islands and other areas, with surreptitious rumors
of secret reefs. However, most of these areas aré difficult
to access, especially during the blustery monsoon season.

As with Phuket, Phang Nga’s surf is predominantly driven
by the southwest monsoon (May to October) along with
the exlusive Indian Ocean groundswells that can hit any
time of year. Although Phang Nga has a larger south-
southwest swell window than Phuket, it also has a shallow
and wider continental shelf which negates much or all of
the advantages gained by the increased swell exposure,
resulting in waves with generally less power and punch
than similar breaks on Phuket.

In addition, breaks in Phang Nga are more sensitive to
wind and swell types. For example, in the Khao Lak area,
Nang Thong Beach is best during short-period southwest
windswell, while Laem Pakarang (not far to the north) is
highly susceptible to westerly winds and tends to break
petter during clean, long-period groundsweus.

Allin all, Phang Nga is well-worth going out of your way to
visit. With peautiful national parks, long sandy beaches,
and a well developed, yet laid back atmosphere remi-
niscent of Phuket in the early 90’s, you can’t go wrong.
The surf may not be pumping every day, but visitors will
be thoroughly pleased by the unique natural and cultural
experiences Phang Nga has to offer.

And, as is always the case with surfing in Thailand, those
with a bit of time, patience, and a dose of good luck, just
might be rewarded with some pretty decent surf!
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surfing Areas in Phang Nga

Lying just off the northern end of Phang Nga province are
the relatively large islands of Phra Thong and Koh Kho Khao,
along with the somewhat smaller island of Koh Ra. These
islands are accessible by ferry or longtail boat from the
mainland. As they are not surfed regularly, they are not
really on the surfers map’, and there is still some room for
exploration. These islands tend to be very exposed to south
through west winds, sO calmer days and groundswells are
the best bet for finding good surf.

Koh Ra - the least developed of the 3 islands. Accommo-
dation is limited to rudimentary bungalows and eco-tour type
establishments. Pickup from Kuraburi Pier can be arranged
through one of these operations. Expect beach breaks with
potential for decent surf in appropriate conditions, such as
a solid groundswell with light or offshore winds.

Koh Phra Thong - better developed than Koh Ra and
about a 1 hour longtail boat ride from Kuraburi Pier.
The beaches are long and straight, resulting in mostly
shorebreak, although a few small inlets and land features
may provide for a surfable wave on the right day. A fairly

wide range of accommodations are available.

Koh Kho Khao - the best developed of the three islands
with a full range of accommodation and accessible by car
ferry from Nam Khem pier. Look for reasonably fun beach
breaks and waves that form on an outer sand-spit at the far
northwest end of the island.
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